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Additional Tips
Based on a study of girls par-

ticipating in technology education, 
researchers Suzanne Silverman 
and Alice Pritchard offer the fol-
lowing suggestions for increasing 
female enrollment and success in 
TE:

● Establish guidelines for all 
students regarding the equal shar-
ing of tools, equipment, and sup-
plies—do not allow anyone or any 
group to monopolize them.

● Include in the curriculum 
group projects that involve team-
work. Encourage students to help 
one another.

other item. To give his students 
an appreciation of the power 
of the current technology, Cox 
tries to incorporate computer-
automated processes into every 
project. His students design 
parts for their group project us-
ing Mastercam CAD/CAM soft-
ware. This allows them to write 
programs for the school’s CNC 
router that they can use to pro-
duce the required pieces. This 
ensures that each student will 
be able to assemble and finish a 
high-quality item by the end of 
the semester. 

Cox says that the girls-only 

approach has proven to be a real 
confidence builder. He notes that  
as a result many of the students  
who take the introductory Wood-
working for Girls class go on to take 
advanced woodworking and manu-
facturing courses alongside his male 
students. 

Cox has posted photos of the girls 
and their projects on his school’s 
website. You’ll find them at http://
courses.usd264.org/hs/cox/index.
htm. 

● Include activities that offer 
an opportunity to perform design 
work.

● Include some activities that 
do not emphasize competition.

● Arrange visits to the class 
by women in technology-related 
careers.

● Display pictures showing 
both men and women in technol-
ogy-related fields.

● Organize forums at which 
female technology education stu-
dents can talk to prospective stu-
dents who are considering what 
electives to take.

(From “Building Their Future: Girls and Technology Education in Connecticut,” 
Journal of Technology Education, Vol. 7, No. 2, Spring 1996)

A student (above) at 
work on her project—
and another (at right)  
showing pride in her 

work.




